OBSERVATION REPORT IN PALEMBANG PRIMARY SCHOOL

A. THE SCHOOL IDENTITY

Name of School
: Public Primary School 117 (SDN 117)
Address

: Jl. Musi Raya Perumnas Sako Kanten Palembang

PMRI Class
: IA and IIB

B. THE SOURCE OF INFORMATION
The Source of information was obtained from two teachers, they are Mrs. Yusnizar, S.Pd and Mrs. Dra Rosmawati
C. THE OBSERVATION PURPOSE

· To observe the activities of the students in SDN 117 for mathematics with realistic mathematics approach.
· To know how realistic mathematics education offers an alternative approach to support the development of teaching and learning in SDN 117.
D. OBSERVER
· Denny Haris

1. INTRODUCTION
The fear often haunts almost all the students for mathematics. It was caused by some factors, such as the authoritarian teaching where the teacher is  the high authority of the knowledge, lack of the teaching and learning variation process and there is the extremely emphasis for individual achievement. This observation provides a special attention of the implementation of realistic mathematics (PMRI) in public primary school 117 (SDN 117). Hopefully there is still renewal of mathematics education to encourage pupils to reinvent mathematics. For this times, this observation doesn’t compare realistic mathematics education with the other approach but tries to describe the activities of pupils SDN 117.
2. OBSERVATION
The first observation was Thursday May 7th 2009. It was done by three persons.. It wasn’t done very well because our visit wasn’t on well time in accordance with the schedule that was given by our mathematics department. It doesn’t match with the PMRI classes in SDN 117. So we have to make an agreement that every Thursday is PMRI class.
Mathematics Classroom observation is one of subject in International Master Program on Mathematics Education.
Profile of SDN 117 Palembang
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The address of SDN 117 Palembang is Jl. Musi Raya Perumnas Sako Kanten Palembang. They have good building and pleasant atmosphere. The implementation of realistic mathematics in SDN 117 was applied since 2007. There are three classrooms, IA for first grade, IIB for second grade and third grade in process. The teachers are Mrs. Yusnizar, S.Pd and Mrs. Dra Rosmawati. There are also some teacher interest it and they said that they wanted to join in realistic mathematics education.
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Teaching and Learning Process and The Pupils’ Invention

Observer had opportunity to see  the teaching and learning process. It was the plane figure topics. The pupils are divided into some groups. They are cucumber, chili, tomato, potato, spinach, and carrot group. It’s aim to build the comfortable and interactive atmosphere.
The teacher explained the concept of the plane figure topics like triangle. Then the students tried to find the model and match it, for examples the television as quadrilateral, the tire of bicycle as circle. They were stimulated to draw and give the explanation about them. Their creation was appreciated by the teacher as a stimulation. It was decorated in the class, hoping they can memorize it.
We had also an opportunity to interview the teachers, Mrs. Yusnizar, S.Pd and Mrs. Dra Rosmawati, about the approaches used by the realistic mathematics classrooms. Mrs. Yusnizar, S.Pd said that realistic mathematics had existed since past few years. She had thought the counting operation process. In doing this, she used palm leaf ribs. They were cut  and tied into some group. Each group consist of ten pieces of palm leaf ribs.
For example 25 + 12 = …

[image: image2.jpg]



25
          +         12               =               37
She also said that there are still many approach use realistic mathematics  to teaching which attempts to support the development of pupil’s strategies.
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